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C;JLirORNIA  TTCCr  auction  sales  and  ANNUAL  ’’^ODK  DAT'  . 

Last  year  vve  called  attention  to  the  rather  phenomenal  success  attending 
the  livestock  auction  sales  conducted  by  some  of  the  California  farm  bureaus. 

This  work  w’as  first  started  by  the  county  agent  in  Ilem  County  in  1916,  and 
has  now  become  general  throughout  tiie  pork  producing  counties  in  California. 

In  1920,  1V5  auction  sales  were  held,  selling,  hogs  in  carloads  to  the  value  of 
$1,400,000.  . Assoc icction  officials  w^ho  Iiave  carefully  compared  hog  auction  sale 
prices  with  primary  narket  prices  from  week  to  w-eek  vouch  for  the  statement  that 
farmers  consigning  hogs  to  these  sales  have  during  1920  received  $134,300  more 
for  their  stock  than  they  would  have  received  through  individual  selling.  Eight- 
een hundred  consignors  were  involved  in  this  project  in  the  state  during  tne  year, 
entering  from  a sirple  hog  to  a carload.  Each  received  the  benefit  of  carload 
prices.  Consignors  and  buyers  alike  agree  at  the  end  of  four  years  of  conserva- 
tive selling  tliat  the  average  o.^oality  of  fat  hogs  offered  by  farmers  at  these 
sales  is  far  superior  in  q^uaiity  over  that  of  1916.  Four  hundred  hog  sales  have 
i^ade  demonstrations  to  thousands  of  swine  growers  that  numoer  one  quality  only 
orings  nutiber  one  price.  Tne  county  agent  leader  says  in  his  annual  report: 

"There  seems  to  be  no  mere  convincing  argument  to  a hog  producer 
than  to  see  the  actual  sales  of  his  animals  take  p3.ace  and  to 
know-  the  difference  in  price  that  is  paid  for  a superior  quality 
of  anii.ial." 

As  an  outgrowth  of  these  auction  sales,  Kings  Co-unty  has  inaugurated  a farm 
bureau  center  hog  feeding  contest  which  culminates  in  an  annual  pork  day,  which 
'Was  held  this  year  on  October  23.  In  this  contest  the  fanu  bureau  centre  is  the 
unit  and  each  farm  oureau  centre  in  the  contest  advances  one  carload  of  hogs  which 
is  exhibited  on  pork  lay  and  the  carloads  are  rated  by  an  e:opert  judge.  Each  farm 
oureau  centre  must  have  at  least  six  consignors  to  the  load,  thereby  preventing 
any  big  concern  from  exhibiting  a carload..  In  this  year's  contest  six  farm  bu- 
reau centres  as  well  as  a bo^'s'  pig  club  took  part  in  the  contest,  which  created 
an  immense  amount  of  interest  in  all  phases  of  pork  production.  Ten  additional 
carloads  were  auctioned  off  in  addition  to  seven  cars  that  had  been  in  the  contest. 
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